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standings considerably in advance of his years. It is
interesting that even now his greatest disability is in
regard to language; in spite of all the advantages derived
from the best of environmental conditions, the boy
shows poor feeling in the use of English. In dealing
with foreign languages there is great aptness displayed in
learning the structural form, but quite a little trouble with
achieving an idiomatic translation. It is evident that in
this field he is hardly at all aided by sound.

From such concrete examples of what must be fre-
quently occurring in school life we can draw several prac-
tical conclusions. One important point to emphasize
is that our experience has shown us in large measure that
unfortunately the present tendency in mental and edu-
cational diagnosis is to emphasize only defects and dis-
abilities, to grade the child down, rather than up. Little
or no effort is made to discover if there are any gifts or
unusual abilities that might offer hope for useful devel-
opment. In contrast to this we must insist that if there
is any desire to attain the greatest measure of success and
usefulness, the good as well as the bad must be regarded,
the positive as well as the negative aspects, the poten-
tialities as well as the disabilities.

Whaf can be done to compensate for or to minimize
defect can only be determined on the basis of the special
conditions that exist in each individual case. In general
the balance should be preserved between reasonable ex-
penditure of time and energy and the value of the results
that we may hope to achieve. To make no attempt to
improve the defective condition will surely not be wise;
what definite steps shall be undertaken and how long
they shall be continued, depends in each case upon the
original diagnosis and upon the Improvement that fol-
lows definite training of various types. The possibilities
or the limitations can be learned only through experi-